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East Asia: Prime Minister Kishida of Japan, with Mr. YOON Suk Yeol, President of the Republic of Korea, and Mr. Li Qiang, 

Premier of the People’s Republic of China at the Ninth Japan-China-ROK Trilateral Summit. Source: Prime Minister’s 

Office of Japan/Official Website 

West Asia: Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez announces recognition of Palestine on May 28, 2024. Source: Official X 

Handle/Pedro Sanchez 

Central Asia: Joint photo session for heads of delegations took part in the meeting of the CIS Council of Heads of Government, 

May 24, 2024. Source: The Russian Gov website 

Indian Ocean Region: Operation Atalanta confirms the liberation of the Liberian-flagged Merchant Vessel Basilisk. Operation 

Atalanta is fully committed to maritime security in its Area of Operations. Source: EUNAVFOR ATALANTA 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

Russia’s Special Presidential envoy for Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov said that the 

Taliban “can be removed” from the list of designated terrorist organizations. 

Kabulov noted on May 27 that the Taliban had “come a long way towards being 

recognized” since seizing power. “But there are still a few hurdles to overcome, 

after which the Russian leadership will make a decision.” Russia also invited the 

Taliban to attend a June 5-8 St. Petersburg International Economic Forum. 

Six years after he lost the party president’s office due to a Pakistan Supreme 

Court decision in the Panama Papers case, former prime minister Nawaz Sharif 

re-elected as the PML-N president in a general council meeting of the ruling 

party on May 28. In his speech he touched upon his legacy, and historical 

developments such as Kargil war. He said “On May 28, 1998, Pakistan carried 

out five nuclear tests. After that, Vajpayee Saheb came here and made an 

agreement with us. But we violated that agreement...it was our fault.”  

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on May 23 while speaking at a meeting with her 

14-party alliance, alleged that a plot is on to carve out “a Christian state like East 

Timor” taking parts from Bangladesh and Myanmar. She also claimed that she 

was offered a hassle-free re-election in the January 7 polls if she allowed a 

foreign country to build an airbase in Bangladesh territory. But she did not 

mention the country’s name. 

Other Developments 

Nepal Government unveils USD 14 billion budget for fiscal 2024-25 

India, China have agreed to cooperate in paying in local currency for imports: 

Maldives 

India will deal with the 4 ISIS suspects arrested in Gujarat, says Sri Lankan govt 

  

https://www.voanews.com/a/diplomat-russia-moving-closer-to-delisting-afghanistan-taliban-as-terrorist-group/7628566.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1836153/russia-invites-afghan-taliban-to-key-economic-forum
https://www.dawn.com/news/1836153/russia-invites-afghan-taliban-to-key-economic-forum
https://www.dawn.com/news/1836159/nawaz-set-to-retake-pml-n-reins-after-six-year-hiatus
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2468701/nawaz-fires-broadside-at-imran-facilitators-after-re-election-as-pml-n-president
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/nawaz-sharif-admits-pakistan-violated-1999-lahore-declaration-signed-with-india-2544989-2024-05-28
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/plot-afoot-new-state-carved-out-bangladesh-myanmar-3617251
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/sheikh-hasina-alleges-plot-to-carve-out-christian-country-from-bangladesh-report-5756329
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2024/05/28/government-unveils-rs1-86-trillion-budget-for-fiscal-2024-25
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-china-have-agreed-to-cooperate-in-paying-in-local-currency-for-imports-maldives/articleshow/110329147.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-china-have-agreed-to-cooperate-in-paying-in-local-currency-for-imports-maldives/articleshow/110329147.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/india-will-deal-with-the-4-isis-suspects-arrested-in-gujarat-says-sri-lankan-govt/articleshow/110464815.cms?from=mdr
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

On May 27, the Philippines’ Department of Foreign Affairs reported that China 

informed the Philippines of its unilateral imposition of a fishing ban in "areas 

of the South China Sea north of the 12 degrees North latitude” that would last 

till September 16. This directly “contravenes the understanding between 

Philippines President Marcos Jr. and China’s President Xi Jinping to manage 

differences through diplomacy and dialogue and to de-escalate the situation at 

sea," the foreign affairs statement says. The Philippines has officially lodged a 

diplomatic protest against the ban. 

The Philippines inaugurated a new Coast Guard station on Itbayat Island near 

Taiwan on May 24. The National Security Adviser of the Philippines, Eduardo 

Ano, stated that the station “is a strategic move to enhance maritime domain 

awareness and strengthen the security measures along Luzon Strait”. However, 

the Philippine Defence Secretary Gilberto Teodoro has maintained that 

disputes between China and Taiwan are an “internal matter”. 

Other Developments 

Cambodia defends China-backed canal project questioned by Vietnam 

Thai PM Srettha avoids suspension as court takes up ethics case 

  

https://archive.ph/Kchn9#selection-3121.144-3121.391
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/philippine-defence-chief-says-taiwan-strait-situation-an-internal-matter
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-opens-new-station-near-taiwan-to-bolster-security
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Future-of-Asia/The-Future-of-Asia-2024/Cambodia-defends-China-backed-canal-project-questioned-by-Vietnam
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Thai-PM-Srettha-avoids-suspension-as-court-takes-up-ethics-case
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East Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

 
 

 

The ninth trilateral meeting between Japan, South Korea and China, the first in 

four years, was convened in Seoul on May 27. South Korean President Yoon 

Suk-yeol, Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and Chinese Premier Li Qiang 

agreed to put aside their bilateral differences and revive the high-level dialogue 

meetings. The leaders agreed to enhance collaboration on cross-cutting issues 

in six areas including economy and trade, sustainable development, public 

health, science and technology, disaster and safety management, and people-

to-people exchanges, the leaders also announced resumption of negotiations 

for a trilateral free trade agreement. 

China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated that China and the United States held 

consultations on maritime affairs on May 28. The two sides exchanged views 

on the maritime situation and agreed to maintain communication and avoid 

misunderstandings and miscalculations. The Foreign Ministry of China urged 

Washington to not intervene in disputes between China and its neighbours, 

and to not “use the sea to control China”. 

North Korea’s second spy satellite exploded shortly after lift-off on May 27 in a 

setback for leader Kim Jong Un’s hopes to operate multiple satellites to monitor 

the United States and South Korea better. The state-run Korean Central News 

Agency reported that the latest launch involved a “new-type satellite carrier 

rocket” without specifying the model. The North’s official Korean Central News 

Agency  (KCNA) said the rocket blew up during a first-stage flight soon after 

lift-off due to a suspected engine problem, with debris falling into the Yellow 

Sea just two minutes after the launch. KCNA cited the unidentified vice director 

of the National Aerospace Technology Administration as saying that a 

preliminary examination showed that the explosion was related to the 

reliability of operation of the newly developed liquid oxygen-petroleum 

engine. The latest rocket ran on a newly developed engine that burns liquid 

oxygen and petroleum fuel, allegedly sourced from Russia. 

Other Developments 

Hong Kong makes first known arrests under Article 23 Security Law 

Taiwan opposition passes Contentious Bill to empower legislature 

Taiwan to work with US to face ‘Authoritarian Expansionism’: President Lai 

Rare spat shows China and North Korea are still at odds on nuclear weapons  

https://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/rp/pageite_000001_00376.html
https://archive.ph/sw8AZ#selection-2525.29-2525.330
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/china-us-agree-to-manage-maritime-risks-through-continued-dialogue
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-missile-japan-28efd0f15318594fdcf5ec8f416c196b
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/North-Korea-shifts-away-from-toxic-rocket-fuel-with-Russian-help
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/North-Korea-shifts-away-from-toxic-rocket-fuel-with-Russian-help
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/N-Korea-at-crossroads/North-Korea-shifts-away-from-toxic-rocket-fuel-with-Russian-help
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Hong-Kong-security-law/Hong-Kong-makes-first-known-arrests-under-Article-23-security-law
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Taiwan-opposition-passes-contentious-bill-to-empower-legislature
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/taiwan-to-work-with-us-to-face-authoritarian-expansionism-president-lai
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/rare-spat-shows-china-north-korea-still-at-odds-on-nuclear-weapons
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

Spain, Ireland, and Norway formally recognised Palestine on May 28. Spanish 

Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez stressed that Madrid’s decision has a single goal 

and that is to help Israel and Palestine achieve peace. Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu condemned the recognition of Palestine as a “reward for 

terrorism” and as complicit in inciting genocide against Jews and war crimes. 

The Arab League welcomed the recognition of Palestine and urged other 

nations to follow suit. 

Israel Defence Forces (IDF) eliminated Hamas militants in a targeted strike in 

Rafah in southern Gaza on May 26. However, following the strike, an 

unexpected and unintended fire erupted, killing civilians. IDF spokesperson 

informed that the military was investigating the incident, including the 

possibility that weapons stored by Hamas in the vicinity may have ignited. A 

spokesperson for the White House National Security Council described the 

incident as “heartbreaking”, but clarified that it did not cross a red line that 

would force changes in the US's support for Israel.  

To deepen China's relations with the Arab world, Beijing will host the 10th 

Ministerial Conference of the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum on May 

30. At the opening ceremony of this forum, President Xi Jinping will give a 

keynote address. Bahrain's King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, Egyptian President 

Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, Tunisian President Kais Saied, and the UAE's President 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed are expected to attend. 

Other Developments  

India, UAE conclude meeting on India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor 

West divided over ICC arrest warrants for PM Netanyahu, Gallant 

Upcoming China-Arab states cooperation forum highlights solidarity, leading 

relations to new stage  

https://apnews.com/article/eu-palestinian-state-spain-israel-gaza-6efe351e53761befc2c539c535bbcc0c
https://www.timesofisrael.com/reward-for-terror-pm-condemns-move-by-3-countries-to-recognize-palestinian-state/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/reward-for-terror-pm-condemns-move-by-3-countries-to-recognize-palestinian-state/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2515126/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2515126/middle-east
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/idf-vows-full-probe-into-rafah-strike-shows-evidence-it-was-not-in-designated-safe-zone/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/05/28/politics/rafah-camp-attack-biden-israel-support/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-05-27/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDc4OTYz/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-05-28/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDc4OTg2/index.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2024-05-28/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDc4OTg2/index.html
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/india-uae-conclude-meeting-on-india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-124051701588_1.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/west-divided-over-icc-arrest-warrants-for-netanyahu-gallant/3227073
http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0528/c90000-20174946.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2024/0528/c90000-20174946.html
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

Russia and Uzbekistan on May 27 signed an accord for Moscow to ‘design, 

deliver and construct’ a small nuclear power plant in the Central Asian country. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin held talks with the President of the Republic 

of Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev wherein several intergovernmental and 

interdepartmental documents were signed during the latter’s state visit to 

Uzbekistan. President Mirziyoyev hailed the project as “vital” in remarks after 

the talks, noting that Uzbekistan has “its own large reserves of uranium”. 

President Putin, in turn, vowed to “do everything in order to work effectively 

on Uzbekistan’s (nuclear energy) market.” 

On May 24, a meeting of the Council of Heads of Government of the 

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) was held in Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan. The agenda included discussing the expansion of trade and 

economic cooperation between the participating countries and measures to 

enhance interaction in key sectors - energy, infrastructure, industry, and 

others. 

On May 24, the Press service of Deputy Prime Minister Shahin Mustafayev, who 

heads a commission on border delimitation, announced that Azerbaijan’s State 

Border Service had taken control of four villages on the border with Armenia. 

Furthermore, starting from May 24, Armenia and Azerbaijan will withdraw 

troops from three villages in the Tavush Region and entrust border guards with 

protecting these areas.  

Other Developments 

Russia-Azerbaijan ties serve as model for other states — Azerbaijan’s senior MP 

Kazakh President Ratifies Treaty on Allied Relations with Uzbekistan 

UN Secretary-General to Attend SCO Council of Heads of State in July  

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/74121
https://apnews.com/article/russia-nuclear-plant-uzbekistan-putin-6b29cec95b9f5be8d1b408063f1d0065
https://turkmenportal.com/en/blog/78444/a-meeting-of-the-council-of-heads-of-government-of-the-cis-will-be-held-today-in-ashgabat
https://www.mfa.gov.tm/en/news/4559
https://tass.com/world/1792675
https://tass.com/world/1792627
https://tass.com/world/1792627
https://tass.com/world/1794237
https://astanatimes.com/2024/05/kazakh-president-ratifies-treaty-on-allied-relations-with-uzbekistan/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/05/un-secretary-general-to-attend-sco-council-of-heads-of-state-in-july/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The European Union's Operation ATALANTA successfully freed the Liberian-

flagged cargo ship M/V Basilisk from suspected Somali pirates in the Indian 

Ocean on May 24. The ship was attacked by the suspected pirates on May 23 

while sailing approximately 380 nautical miles east of Mogadishu, Somalia, 

heading north. The EU naval force responded by sending one of its warships 

and boarding the Basilisk from a helicopter on the night of May 23 to free the 

vessel. Operation Atalanta confirmed that all 17 crew members are safe, and the 

ship has been secured by one of its vessels. 

The 15th Indian Navy-Republic of Singapore Navy Staff Talks were hosted by 

the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) in Singapore from May 23-25. The talks 

were co-chaired by Rear Admiral Rahul Vilas Gokhale, Assistant Chief of 

Personnel (Human Resource Development) from the Indian Navy, and Rear 

Admiral Augustine Lim, Head of Naval Operations from the RSN. The 

discussions focused on enhancing interoperability, training, exploring new 

avenues for cooperation, and consolidating ongoing engagements between 

the two navies towards ensuring maritime safety and collaborative pursuit of 

maritime security.  

From May 20-24, Operation Atalanta, the European Union's naval force, 

conducted the joint multi-agency exercise USALAMA BAHARINI for the first 

time in collaboration with Kenya. The exercise witnessed the participation of 

the Kenyan Navy and the Kenyan Coast Guard Service. The exercise was jointly 

organized by EUNAVFOR ATALANTA, the International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), and the State Department for Shipping and Maritime Affairs of the 

Republic of Kenya. 

Other Developments  

The Japan Self-Defense Forces will participate for the first time in the U.S. 

military’s Valiant Shield exercise.  

Indian Naval Ship Kiltan arrived at Muara, Brunei on 25 May 24, as a part of 

Indian Navy's operational deployment to South China Sea.  

https://eunavfor.eu/news/merchant-vessel-basilisk-liberated
https://x.com/indiannavy/status/1794375157714419724
https://eunavfor.eu/news/first-multi-agency-exercise-kenya
https://news.usni.org/2024/05/24/japan-to-join-u-s-in-valiant-shield-exercise-china-continues-military-drills-near-taiwan
https://news.usni.org/2024/05/24/japan-to-join-u-s-in-valiant-shield-exercise-china-continues-military-drills-near-taiwan
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2021634
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2021634
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