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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

After a month of intense protests and the death of over 300 students and 

security personnel, Prime Minister Shiekh Hasina stepped down from her 

position and left the country on August 5.  She arrived in India temporarily and 

reportedly plans to seek asylum in the UK, US, or Finland. A series of 

developments unfolded in Bangladesh, starting with General Waker-Uz-

Zaman, the Chief of Army Staff, announcing the formation of an interim 

government. This was followed by President Md Shahabuddin dissolving the 

parliament and ordering the release of BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia.  

There has been a significant reorganisation in the highest ranks of the 

Bangladesh Army, resulting in the departure of Maj Gen Ziaul Ahsan from his 

duties.  Dr Muhammad Yunus, a Nobel laureate, has been appointed as the 

interim government’s leader on August 6. Sajeeb Wazed Joy, the son of Sheikh 

Hasina, has categorically stated that his mother will not be reentering the 

political arena. There have been reports of Awami League leaders being 

detained at airports while attempting to escape the country.  

Indian national security advisor Ajit Doval met with Sheikh Hasina after her 

plane landed at Hindon Airbase near Delhi. Dr. S. Jaishankar, India’s Minister 

of External Affairs, made a statement on August 6 regarding the situation in 

Bangladesh, acknowledging the significant tensions, deep divides, and 

increasing polarization in the country’s politics since the January 2024 

election. During a briefing at an all-party meeting in Parliament, EAM S. 

Jaishankar acknowledged the possibility of “external forces” playing a role in 

the events that led to the removal of Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

He also stated that the Indian government will allow her sufficient time to 

determine the next steps.  

The 1st BIMSTEC Business Summit held in New Delhi from August 06-08. 

Summit aimed to foster greater regional collaboration through robust trade and 

investment relations among the member countries. Over 300 key stakeholders 

from across the Bay of Bengal region participated in the summit. During 

inaugural remarks India’s Minister of State Pabitra Margherita said that, “a 

future Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will strengthen intra-regional trade.” 

 

 

https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/4jfwx0jhcb
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/4jfwx0jhcb
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/umyr90sknj
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/tj5hku83ey
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/353918/dr-yunus-to-lead-interim-govt
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/politics/353755/sheikh-hasina-will-not-return-to-politics-joy
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/353908/hasan-mahmud-detained-at-dhaka-airport
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/r4i7aiscxe
https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/38098/Suo_moto_statement_by_EAM_Dr_S_Jaishankar_in_Lok_Sabha__on_the_situation_in_Bangladesh
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/all-party-meeting-on-bangladesh/article68491231.ece
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38096/First_BIMSTEC_Business_Summit_August_0608_2024
https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/38102/Remarks_by_MoS_Shri_Pabitra_Margherita_at_the_CII_BIMSTEC_Business_Summit_August_06_2024
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Other Developments 

Chinese Firm to Invest $20 Million in Afghanistan’s Cargo Truck and Excavator 

Market 

Nepal PM seeks boost in connectivity with India, asks officials to draw up plans 

US pledges $8.5 mln to enhance Maldives' public fiscal management  

https://www.bakhtarnews.af/en/chinese-firm-to-invest-20-million-in-afghanistans-cargo-truck-and-excavator-market/
https://www.bakhtarnews.af/en/chinese-firm-to-invest-20-million-in-afghanistans-cargo-truck-and-excavator-market/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/nepal-pm-seeks-boost-in-connectivity-with-india-asks-officials-to-draw-up-plans/articleshow/112269966.cms
https://avas.mv/en/142978
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Prime Minister of Vietnam, Pham Minh Chinh, paid a state visit to New Delhi, 

India from July 30 to August 1, 2024. During his visit, he held bilateral meetings 

with Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi, President Droupadi Murmu, Vice 

President Jagdeep Dhankhar, and External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar. 

The leaders signed nine agreements to deepen the India-Vietnam 

comprehensive strategic partnership and enhance bilateral cooperation in the 

fields of customs, agriculture, law, radio and television broadcast, culture and 

tourism.  

Indonesia’s President-elect and Defence Minister of the Republic of Indonesia 

Prabowo Subianto made a working visit to Moscow, Russia, on July 31, 2024. 

During his visit, he held a meeting with President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, 

along with Presidential Aide Yury Ushakov, First Deputy Prime Minister and co-

chair of the Russian-Indonesian Joint Commission on Trade, Economic and 

Technical Cooperation Denis Manturov, and Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. 

The two leaders discussed ways for Indonesia and Russia to strengthen their 

strategic partnership and cooperation in defence, energy and education. In an 

official statement, Prabowo characterised “Russia as a great friend”. 

German Defence Minister Boris Pistorius and his Philippine counterpart 

Gilberto Teodoro held a meeting in Manila, Philippines on August 4. It was the 

first ever visit of German defence minister to the Philippines.  The two ministers 

agreed to deepen military cooperation and to reach an agreement on the 

defence cooperation deal “before the end of the year, maybe already in 

October”. According to Teodoro, the focus of the agreement would be on 

“mutual understanding regarding capabilities, training and exchange of 

information”. 

Other Developments 

Philippines fortifies South China Sea outpost to keep it standing for 10 more 

years 

Myanmar military withdrew from positions close to China’s border ‘for safety 

of people’  

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/38048/State_Visit_of_HE_Pham_Minh_Chinh_Prime_Minister_of_the_Socialist_Republic_of_Vietnam_to_India
https://ddnews.gov.in/en/india-and-vietnam-sign-nine-agreements-to-deepen-strategic-partnership-enhance-cooperation/
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/74678
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3272986/prabowos-meeting-putin-underscores-indonesias-friend-all-foreign-policy
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3273148/germany-philippines-agree-broaden-defence-cooperation-deal
asia/se-asia/philippines-fortifies-south-china-sea-outpost-to-keep-it-standing-for-10-more-years
asia/se-asia/philippines-fortifies-south-china-sea-outpost-to-keep-it-standing-for-10-more-years
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-military-says-it-withdrew-for-safety-of-people
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-military-says-it-withdrew-for-safety-of-people
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East Asia  

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 

 
 

 

On August 2, the Philippines and Japan conducted their first joint military 

exercises in the South China Sea. Two vessels from each side participated in a 

communications exercise, tactical manoeuvres, and a photographic exercise. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) stated, “this activity was part of the 

ongoing efforts to strengthen regional and international cooperation towards 

realising a free and open Indo-Pacific”. This comes days after the Philippine 

and US navies conducted a joint maritime exercise in the South China Sea on 

July 31. 

Japan’s Defense Minister Minoru Kihara held a meeting with the Cambodian 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of National Defense, General Tea Seiha, in 

Phnom Penh on August 5, 2024. The two defence chiefs agreed to boost 

defense cooperation and exchanges between Cambodia and Japan. The 

Ministers also agreed to promote multilateral cooperation, including Japan-

ASEAN cooperation, based on the Japan-ASEAN Ministerial Initiative for 

Enhanced Defense Cooperation (JASMINE).  Minister Kihara said he hoped to 

share his “understanding of the strategic environment” in the region and 

reinforce defence and security cooperation among the countries. Kihara’s visit 

coincided with Cambodia’s breaking ground on a controversial China-backed 

canal linking the capital, Phnom Penh, with the sea, despite environmental 

concerns and the risk of straining ties with neighboring Vietnam. During his 

visit, Minister Kihara also held talks with Prime Minister Hun Manet and former 

Prime Minister Hun Sen, who is now president of the Senate.  

On August 6, during a press conference, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, John 

Lee Ka-chiu stated, “Southeast Asian countries support Hong Kong’s bid for 

early accession to the Pacific mega-trade deal - Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP)”. Lee’s statement came after he finished his 

three-country tour: Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, making him the city’s first 

leader to visit these members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN).  

Other Developments 

Tim Walz And China: Close Personal Ties And Sharp Criticism Of Beijing 

Taiwan’s Defence Budget Will Hit New Record Next Year, President Says 

Japan, Mongolia To Agree On Defense Equipment Cooperation At Summit  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/philippines-japan-militaries-hold-first-joint-exercises-in-south-china-sea
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/philippines-japan-militaries-hold-first-joint-exercises-in-south-china-sea
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/philippines-us-navies-hold-joint-exercise-in-south-china-sea
https://www.mod.go.jp/en/article/2024/08/6abfd75d0b4ca2e6d3a0034ebdaaf8489eabe939.html#:~:text=On%20August%205%20from%20AM,National%20Defense%2C%20General%20Tea%20Seiha.
https://www.mod.go.jp/en/article/2024/08/6abfd75d0b4ca2e6d3a0034ebdaaf8489eabe939.html#:~:text=On%20August%205%20from%20AM,National%20Defense%2C%20General%20Tea%20Seiha.
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/japans-defense-minister-begins-visits-cambodia-vietnam-beijings-112573674
https://apnews.com/article/cambodia-china-vietnam-canal-environment-mekong-c00a0b20702e21d41cf4fc35645c109a
https://apnews.com/article/cambodia-china-vietnam-canal-environment-mekong-c00a0b20702e21d41cf4fc35645c109a
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Hong-Kong-has-ASEAN-backing-to-join-RCEP-trade-pact-John-Lee
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/U.S.-elections-2024/Tim-Walz-and-China-Close-personal-ties-and-sharp-criticism-of-Beijing
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taiwans-2025-defence-budget-reach-new-high-1974-bln-president-says-2024-08-06/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Japan-Mongolia-to-agree-on-defense-equipment-cooperation-at-summit
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei vowed to punish Israel for killing Hamas' 

political bureau chief Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran. Amidst rising tension between 

Israel and Iran, the US has deployed additional warships and fighter aircraft to 

the Middle East. President Biden reaffirmed America's commitment to Israel's 

security, including defence against missile and drone attacks by Iran and its 

proxies Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis. On August 5, US Central 

Command (CENTCOM) chief Gen. Erik Kurilla met Israeli Defence Minister 

Yoav Gallant in Tel Aviv to express US support.  

China and Russia condemned the assassination of Ismail Haniyeh and 

expressed concern that the incident could lead to further regional turmoil. In 

his meeting with Russia's Security Council Secretary Sergei Shoigu on August 

5, Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian vowed to expand strategic relations with 

Russia. Russia is reportedly delivering air defence systems and radar equipment 

to Iran.  

Lebanese militant group Hezbollah vowed a strong response to Israel’s targeted 

assassination of its commander Fuad Shukr. Hezbollah continued drone 

attacks in northern Israel. Yahya Sinwar was named the new head of Hamas' 

political bureau on August 6. Meanwhile, reports claimed that the US, Israel, 

and UAE are collaborating to create a new national committee of Palestinian 

leaders and business community to administer Gaza following the war. 

Other Developments  

Iran President stresses expansion of ties with Russia 

Israel-Hamas war: UAE shows diplomatic sway with Gaza as tensions escalate 

 

  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/7/31/irans-khamenei-vows-harsh-punishment-for-israel-after-haniyeh-killing
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3861991/us-posturing-assets-to-defend-israel-us-forces-in-middle-east/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/Article/3861991/us-posturing-assets-to-defend-israel-us-forces-in-middle-east/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/08/01/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-7/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/08/01/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-7/
https://www.jns.org/gallant-kurilla-discuss-defense-against-iran-hezbollah/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/07/31/russia-condemns-killing-of-hamas-leader-haniyeh-a85884
https://www.timesofisrael.com/russia-said-to-be-delivering-advanced-air-defenses-to-iran-as-tehran-touts-ties/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/russia-said-to-be-delivering-advanced-air-defenses-to-iran-as-tehran-touts-ties/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240806-hezbollah-pledges-strong-response-to-israel-over-killing-of-military-chief-alone-or-with-allies/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/8/6/hamas-names-yahya-sinwar-as-new-leader-after-ismail-haniyehs-killing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/8/6/hamas-names-yahya-sinwar-as-new-leader-after-ismail-haniyehs-killing
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-israel-uae-create-new-body-govern-post-war-gaza
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-israel-uae-create-new-body-govern-post-war-gaza
https://en.irna.ir/news/85554153/Iran-president-stresses-expansion-of-ties-with-Russia#:~:text=Tehran%2C%20IRNA%20%E2%80%93%20Iran's%20President%20Masoud,Duma%2C%20in%20Tehran%20on%20Tuesday.
https://www.business-standard.com/world-news/israel-hamas-war-uae-shows-diplomatic-sway-with-gaza-as-tensions-escalate-124080400256_1.html
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The European Union (EU) High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 

Policy and Vice President of the European Commission, Josep Borell, visited 

Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic from August 1 to 3.  In Kazakhstan, Borell 

said, “it was important to me to come here, to Astana, to reaffirm our strong 

commitment to strengthen our cooperation with Central Asia as a whole, and 

Kazakhstan in particular”. During the talks with the Kyrgyz officials, he agreed 

to strengthening political, economic and cultural cooperation between the 

European Union the Kyrgyz Republic, and reviewed the progress of 

implementation of the roadmap for strengthening ties between the European 

Union and Central Asia. 

On July 31, Russia completed the withdrawal of its border guards from 

Yerevan’s Zvartnots International Airport, a move that Armenia demanded in 

March amid mounting tensions between the two countries. Since Armenia’s 

independence, Russian border guards have been stationed at Zvartnots as well 

as along Armenia’s borders with Turkey and Iran in a show of the close military 

ties between the two countries. In March, Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol 

Pashinian announced that his government had given Moscow until August 1 

to remove the border guards from the airport, stating that Armenia has the 

capacity to carry out border controls there “without the help of the Russian 

side”. The Russian Foreign Ministry criticised the move, saying that Yerevan 

risks inflicting “irreparable damage” to Russian-Armenian relations and 

jeopardising Armenia’s security and economic development. Nevertheless, the 

Russian border guards will continue to serve on Armenia’s borders with Turkey 

and Iran, as stated by Armenia’s National Security Service (NSS). The NSS 

explained that the border guards of Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) are 

now stationed at Armenian-Turkish and Armenian-Iranian border 

checkpoints according to an agreement signed between the two countries in 

1992.  

  

https://astanatimes.com/2024/08/experts-discuss-opportunities-and-challenges-in-eu-central-asia-relations/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/08/experts-discuss-opportunities-and-challenges-in-eu-central-asia-relations/
https://theasiatoday.org/news/foreign-minister-of-kyrgyzstan-eu-high-representative-for-foreign-affairs-discuss-regional-security-issues/
https://www.rferl.org/a/armenia-russia-guards-airport-withdrawal/33058381.html
https://jam-news.net/russian-border-guards-in-armenia/
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Other Developments 

Turkmenistan and Philippines hold political consultations 

Turkmenistan launches container train service from India to Uzbekistan 

Pakistan, Turkmenistan to accelerate work on Trans-Afghan gas pipeline 

Armenian soldiers seen wearing Indian made night vision during Eagle Partner 

2024 

CSTO: Armenia not planning to participate in military exercises to be held in 

September  

https://akipress.com/news:788871:Turkmenistan_and_Philippines_hold_political_consultations/
https://daryo.uz/en/2024/08/01/turkmenistan-launches-container-train-service-from-india-to-uzbekistan
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2561121/pakistan
https://theatlasnews.co/latest/2024/08/01/armenian-soldiers-seen-wearing-indian-made-night-vision-during-eagle-partner-2024/
https://theatlasnews.co/latest/2024/08/01/armenian-soldiers-seen-wearing-indian-made-night-vision-during-eagle-partner-2024/
https://news.am/eng/news/837139.html
https://news.am/eng/news/837139.html


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. II, Issue 32  |     8 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | August 7, 2024 

Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The Indian Navy’s Shishumar-class submarine, INS Shalki, made a port call at 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, from August 2 - 4, 2024. During this visit, the 

Commanding Officer of INS Shalki paid a courtesy call on Rear Admiral WDCU 

Kumarasinghe, the Commander of the Western Naval Area of the Sri Lanka 

Navy. Earlier, Kalvari class submarines INS Karanj and INS Vagir had visited 

Colombo in February 2024 and June 2023.  

On July 30, 2024, the Maritime Partnership Exercise (MPX) took place in the 

Baltic Sea between the Indian Navy's INS Tabar and the Russian Navy's ship 

Soobrazitelnyy, following harbour activities in St. Petersburg. The MPX 

involved a series of complex naval manoeuvers, including communication 

drills, Search & Rescue tactics and Replenishment at Sea serials. This exercise is 

part of ongoing efforts to enhance maritime cooperation between India and 

Russia. 

Chinese Navy's amphibious dock landing ship Qilianshan (Hull 985) arrived off 

the coast of Mozambique on August 2, 2024, to participate in the “Peace Unity-

2024”. The joint military exercise, which is scheduled to take place from August 

6 to 8, involves China, Tanzania, and Mozambique. During the exercise, troops 

will engage in a series of drills focusing on four key areas: joint maritime 

patrols, visit, board, search, and seizure (VBSS), maritime rescue operations and 

anti-terrorism and anti-piracy tactics.  

Other Developments  

The Russian naval ships, the Guards missile cruiser “Varyag” and the frigate 

“Marshal Shaposhnikov”, made a port call at Kochi on August 7, 2024. 

Turkish President submitted a proposal for the deployment of Turkish Navy 

forces to Somalia's territorial waters.  

Norwegian navy will contribute to the UK Carrier Strike Group deployment to 

the Indo Pacific in 2025.  

  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=2041161
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2040892
http://eng.mod.gov.cn/xb/News_213114/TopStories/16329717.html
https://www.newsflare.com/video/668650/tanzania-joint-china-tanzania-military-exercise-completes-maritime-live-fire-phase
https://www.newsflare.com/video/668650/tanzania-joint-china-tanzania-military-exercise-completes-maritime-live-fire-phase
https://www.newsflare.com/video/668650/tanzania-joint-china-tanzania-military-exercise-completes-maritime-live-fire-phase
https://tass.com/defense/1825857
https://tass.com/defense/1825857
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/turkish-parliament-approves-2-year-military-deployment-in-somalia/3287340#:~:text=The%20motion%2C%20signed%20by%20President,security%20forces%20to%20combat%20terrorism.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/turkish-parliament-approves-2-year-military-deployment-in-somalia/3287340#:~:text=The%20motion%2C%20signed%20by%20President,security%20forces%20to%20combat%20terrorism.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/norway-to-join-uk-navy-deployment-to-indo-pacific-next-year
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/norway-to-join-uk-navy-deployment-to-indo-pacific-next-year
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