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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

Anura Kumara Dissanayake (AKD), the leader of the left-leaning National 

People’s Power (NPP), emerged victorious in the Sri Lankan Presidential 

Elections held on September 21. He secured a significant mandate with 5.6 

million votes, constituting 42.3% of the total, which reflects the strong backing 

of the public. Dissanayake surpassed both the current President, Ranil 

Wickremesinghe (17%), and the opposition leader, Sajith Premadasa 

(32.8%). This election was the first in Sri Lanka’s history to require a second 

round of counting, as no candidate achieved the necessary 50% threshold for 

an outright victory. Official voter turnout was about 79.5%, lower than the 2015 

and 2019 elections.  

AKD was sworn in as the 9th President of Sri Lanka on September 23. He has 

appointed Dr Harini Amarasuriya as Prime Minister following the resignation 

of Prime Minister Dinesh Gunawardene. According to the reports, the 

Parliamentary Election is to be held in December 2024. President Dissanayake 

appointed a three-member Cabinet, which included himself, PM Amarasuriya 

and MP Vijitha Herath. New secretaries are also appointed for 15 ministries. 

Earlier, on September 22 the Indian High Commissioner, Santos Jha, met with 

then ‘President Elect’ Dissanayake and extended greetings from India’s 

leadership and congratulated Dissanayake on his electoral victory, 

emphasising India's commitment to strengthening ties for the prosperity of 

both nations.  

Bangladesh continues to witness targeted attacks on minorities and political 

opposition. On September 19, a series of arson attacks targeted over 30 houses 

and businesses owned by indigenous people in Khagrachhari and Rangamati, 

resulting in the tragic loss of three lives. The attacks were a result of the death 

of a Bangali man, who was beaten to death by a mob after being accused of 

motorbike theft. Two individuals lost their lives due to the actions of unruly 

students, one in Jahangirnagar University and another in Dhaka University.  In 

a significant development, the Bangladesh Army Chief has, for the first time 

since the interim government was formed, set a specific timeframe to initiate 

a democratic process. He mentioned that within 18 months, there should be 

the initiation of a democratic process in the nation. During his visit to New York 

for the UNGA, Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus had a meeting with President 

Biden on September 24. President Biden extended ongoing U.S. assistance to 

Bangladesh as it implements its new reform plans.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/sri-lankas-verdict-on-the-ninth-presidential-election/article68671402.ece
https://www.businesstoday.in/world/story/marxist-leaning-anura-kumara-dissanayake-elected-as-next-sri-lanka-president-446982-2024-09-22
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/sri-lanka-president-dissanayake-picks-harini-amarasuriya-as-prime-minister/article68677304.ece
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/PM-Dinesh-resigns/108-292248
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Parliament-to-be-dissolved-tonight/108-292317
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/New-Cabinet-appointed/108-292370
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/New-Secretaries-appointed-for-15-ministries/108-292372
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Indian-HC-meets-President-elect-Dissanayake/108-292219
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/local-news/sd1y8jx6bf
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/lynching-shamim-ju-suspends-8-students-3707571
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/savagery-du-they-beat-him-fed-him-then-killed-him-3707351
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/army-chief-mentions-interim-govt-time-frame-the-first-time-3710986
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/09/24/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-meeting-with-chief-adviser-muhammad-yunus-of-bangladesh/
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Other Developments 

India issues notice to Pakistan seeking review of Indus Waters Treaty: What to 

know 

Iran constructs over 10 Kilometers of wall along Afghanistan border 

Russian envoy meets Amir Khan, invites him to Moscow talks 

Pakistan, Russia sign MoU for cooperation in multiple sectors  

Dhaka, Delhi agree to advance bilateral relations 

 

  

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-notice-pakistan-indus-water-treaty-9574375/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-notice-pakistan-indus-water-treaty-9574375/
https://www.khaama.com/iran-constructs-over-10-kilometers-of-wall-along-afghanistan-border/
https://www.khaama.com/russian-envoy-meets-amir-khan-invites-him-to-moscow-talks/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1859919/pakistan-russia-sign-mou-for-cooperation-in-multiple-sectors
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/wzdl0a9hr1
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a meeting with the General Secretary of the 

Communist Party of Vietnam and State President of the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam, To Lam, in New York on the sidelines of the Summit of the Future at 

UNGA on September 23, 2024. The leaders discussed views on important 

regional and global issues, including the Indo-Pacific and underscored a 

collective role for the Global South on international platforms. They also 

reaffirmed the deep civilizational and cultural links between India and 

Vietnam. Prime Minister Modi expressed his sympathies in the face of loss and 

damage caused by Typhoon Yagi in Vietnam. 

The United Kingdom announced an enhanced trade partnership with Thailand 

on September 18, 2024. This is the first deal the new Labour government made 

since it took office in July.  The deal was signed by the Commerce Minister of 

Thailand, Pichai Naripthaphan, and UK Trade Minister, Douglas Alexander, in 

Bangkok. Under the agreement, the two countries committed to remove 

specific barriers to trade, focusing on areas including technology, customs and 

standards but does not include broad measures such as tariff cuts. 

On September 20, Cambodia withdrew from the 25-year-old Cambodia-Laos-

Vietnam Development Triangle Area (CLV-DTA) agreement. This comes after 

an accusation of Cambodia ceding parts of four northeastern provinces to 

foreign countries. Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet stated that “taking 

into account people’s concerns about territory... we have decided that 

Cambodia is ending its participation in the CLV-DTA from Sept 20, 2024, 

onwards.” 

Other Developments  

Thailand pushing for repair of key Myanmar highway 

Myanmar military intensifies civilian killings and arrests, U.N. report says 

US keeps missile system in Philippines as China tensions rise, tests wartime 

deployment 

  

https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pms-meeting-with-vietnams-state-president-and-party-general-secretary/?comment=disable
https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/Interview/U.K.-signs-trade-partnership-with-Thailand-first-in-Southeast-Asia
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/cambodia-pulls-out-of-border-development-deal-with-vietnam-laos
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/cambodia-pulls-out-of-border-development-deal-with-vietnam-laos
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/thailand-pushing-for-talks-to-repair-key-myanmar-highway
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Myanmar-military-intensifies-civilian-killings-and-arrests-U.N.-report-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/us-keeps-missile-system-in-philippines-as-china-tensions-rise-tests-wartime-deployment
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/us-keeps-missile-system-in-philippines-as-china-tensions-rise-tests-wartime-deployment
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East Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 
 

 

US President Joe Biden, Prime Minister Modi of India, Prime Minister Kishida 

of Japan, and Prime Minister Albanese of Australia convened the sixth Quad 

Leaders’ Summit Meeting in Wilmington, Delaware on September 21, 2024. The 

leaders announced Quad Cancer Moonshot, a new regional Maritime Initiative 

for Training in the Indo-Pacific (MAITRI), Quad Indo-Pacific Logistics Network 

pilot project, a first-ever Quad-at-Sea Ship Observer Mission in 2025 in the 

Indo-Pacific, Quad Ports of the Future Partnership, and the finalization of the 

Memorandum of Cooperation for the Semiconductor Supply Chains 

Contingency Network. Prime Minister Modi in his remarks stated that “Quad is 

here to stay, to assist, to partner and to complement” and pledged 40 million 

vaccine doses for Indo-Pacific countries. 

Prime Minister of Japan, Fumio Kishida held a Japan-India Summit Meeting 

with Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India on September 21, 2024. The two 

leaders discussed ways to enhance cooperation on global governance. PM 

Modi expressed his gratitude for the tremendous development of Japan-India 

relations under the leadership of Prime Minister Kishida, and characterised 

India and Japan as “natural partners”. PM Kishida also held bilateral meetings 

with US President Joe Biden and Australian PM Anthony Albanese.  

The Chinese Foreign Ministry revealed on September 20 that an agreement was 

reached with Japan over the release of wastewater from the destroyed 

Fukushima nuclear power centre. The two countries reached a "mutual 

understanding" in mid-August. The deal emphasizes on long-term 

international monitoring mechanism that allows stakeholders, including 

China, to carry out independent sampling and checks. In response, China has 

agreed to “adjust its import control measures and has decided to steadily restore 

imports of Japanese fishery products that meet its standards." 

Other Developments  

Japan protests airspace ‘violation’ by Russian patrol plane 

Beijing slams reported US trade ban on cars with Chinese tech 

  

https://in.usembassy.gov/fact-sheet-2024-quad-leaders-summit/#:~:text=The%20Quad%20recognizes%20the%20importance,625%20on%20%E2%80%9CSeizing%20the%20opportunities
https://in.usembassy.gov/fact-sheet-2024-quad-leaders-summit/#:~:text=The%20Quad%20recognizes%20the%20importance,625%20on%20%E2%80%9CSeizing%20the%20opportunities
https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/38316/English+Translation+of+Prime+Minister+Shri+Narendra+Modis+Remarks+at+the+QUAD+Leaders+Cancer+Moonshot+Event
https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sw/in/pageite_000001_00565.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-and-Japan-reach-deal-on-Fukushima-nuclear-plant-s-water
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China-and-Japan-reach-deal-on-Fukushima-nuclear-plant-s-water
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/japan-protests-airspace-violation-by-russian-patrol-plane
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/beijing-slams-reported-us-trade-ban-on-cars-with-chinese-tech
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

The Israeli Air Force struck several Hezbollah targets in Lebanon on September 

23, killing at least 569 people, including Ibrahim Muhammad Qubaisi, one of 

Hezbollah's top commanders. Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

warned Lebanon's civilians to get out of harm's way as the IDF would conduct 

more strikes against Iran-backed Hezbollah's rockets and missiles arsenal. The 

escalation of conflict has caused tens of thousands to flee south Lebanon. 

Amidst this, the US is sending additional troops to the Middle East to augment 

its existing forces. 

President Biden addressed the 79th Session of the UN General Assembly on 

September 24. In his remarks, he attempted to calm tensions in the Middle East 

by stressing that “full-scale war is not in anyone's interest”. A diplomatic 

solution is still possible, according to Biden, even as the situation between 

Israel and Hamas and Israel and Hezbollah has escalated. The Foreign Minister 

of Lebanon, Abdallah Bou Habib, criticised President Biden's address for not 

being strong, noting that the US is the only nation that can make a significant 

difference in the Middle East. Meanwhile, Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian 

in his address to the UN General Assembly accused Israel of committing a 

genocide in Gaza and demanded a global response to Israel’s attack on 

Hezbollah militant group.  

Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi met the President of Palestine 

Mahmoud Abbas on September 22, on the sidelines of the UN’s Summit of the 

Future in New York. PM Modi expressed concern regarding the humanitarian 

crisis unfolding in Gaza and the deteriorating security situation in West Asia. 

He reaffirmed India's support for a ceasefire, the release of hostages, and the 

return of Israel and Palestine to the path of dialogue and diplomacy towards a 

two-state solution.   

Other Developments        

Remarks by President Biden Before the 79th Session of the United Nations 

General Assembly | New York, NY 

'Hamas is a resistance group that is defending its lands' — President Erdogan 

Prime Minister Modi meets with Crown Prince of Kuwait  

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-hezbollah-exchange-fire-after-lebanon-suffers-huge-casualties-2024-09-24/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/9/25/lebanons-hezbollah-says-senior-leader-killed-amid-israeli-bombardment
https://www.nbcnews.com/video/netanyahu-tells-lebanon-citizens-to-get-out-of-harm-s-way-amid-hezbollah-clashes-219953221601
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israeli-military-says-it-is-striking-hezbollah-targets-lebanon-2024-09-23/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240923-us-sending-additional-troops-to-middle-east-as-israel-ramps-up-attacks-across-lebanon/
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-address-un-general-assembly-last-time-president-2024-09-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-hezbollah-exchange-fire-after-lebanon-suffers-huge-casualties-2024-09-24/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/israel-hezbollah-exchange-fire-after-lebanon-suffers-huge-casualties-2024-09-24/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-deflects-hezbollah-request-to-attack-israel-as-it-steps-up-strikes-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-deflects-hezbollah-request-to-attack-israel-as-it-steps-up-strikes-report/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2057698
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2057698
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/09/24/remarks-by-president-biden-before-the-79th-session-of-the-united-nations-general-assembly-new-york-ny/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/09/24/remarks-by-president-biden-before-the-79th-session-of-the-united-nations-general-assembly-new-york-ny/
https://www.trtworld.com/turkiye/hamas-is-a-resistance-group-that-is-defending-its-lands-erdogan-18212394
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2057697
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

During the Second Armenian Global Summit on September 18, Prime Minister 

Nikol Pashinyan stated that the Russian-led CSTO poses a threat to “Armenia’s 

security, statehood and sovereignty”. He reaffirmed that Armenia has 

effectively frozen its membership in the military bloc, stating that the country 

will only consider reinstating its activities if its questions and concerns are 

addressed. He further stated that the ongoing re-evaluation of Armenia’s 

defence strategies aligns with its broader aim of diversifying its security 

partnerships and reducing reliance on Russian support. Pashinyan noted that 

Armenia’s military reforms are not aggressive in nature, emphasising the need 

to protect its territory. In response to Pashinyan’s claims, Kremlin spokesman 

Dmitry Peskov defended the CSTO, asserting that the alliance is designed to 

protect its members, not threaten them.  

Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed a law ratifying the 

agreement to create a simplified customs corridor between member states of 

the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) on September 23. The move aims to 

boost trade and enhance economic integration among Turkic countries. 

According to Nurlan Bekenov, a Senate Deputy, the agreement is designed to 

expedite customs procedures for goods and vehicles, streamlining 

international trade. Key objectives include speeding up customs operations, 

reducing paperwork, and minimizing control measures through a risk 

management system. 

Other Developments 

‘Good Gas Agreements Made With Russia, Turkmenistan’ 

Armenia And Azerbaijan See Progress, But Peace Treaty Seems Distant 

Tajikistan Backs UN Resolution Demanding End To Palestine Occupation 

Central Asia: Facing 5 Assertive Presidents, Germany’s Scholz Gets Rebuffed on 

Ukraine  

  

https://armenianweekly.com/2024/09/18/pashinyans-remarks-at-global-summit-question-armenian-patriotism/
https://www.businessupturn.com/asia/northern-asia/russia/moscow-disagrees-with-armenian-pm-over-csto-threat-claims-amid-strained-relations/37763/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/09/president-tokayev-approves-simplified-customs-corridor-for-turkic-countries/
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/503919/Good-gas-agreements-made-with-Russia-Turkmenistan
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/armenia-and-azerbaijan-see-progress-but-peace-treaty-seems-distant-101727139878792.html
https://asiaplustj.info/en/news/world/20240920/tajikistan-backs-un-resolution-demanding-end-to-palestine-occupation
https://thediplomat.com/2024/09/central-asia-facing-5-assertive-presidents-germanys-scholz-gets-rebuffed-on-ukraine/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/09/central-asia-facing-5-assertive-presidents-germanys-scholz-gets-rebuffed-on-ukraine/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The Indian Navy’s stealth frigate, INS Talwar, arrived in Mombasa, Kenya, on 

September 22, 2024. Both navies will engage in various professional 

interactions and cross-exchange visits aimed at improving cooperation and 

interoperability. This visit is part of ongoing efforts to strengthen maritime 

cooperation and align with the Joint Vision Statement ‘BAHARI’, released by 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Kenyan President William Samoei 

Ruto in December 2023. 

Kurt M. Campbell, the United States Deputy Secretary of State, recently stated 

that India and the U.S. are planning to hold a “session on the Indian Ocean” to 

discuss concerns, which will be the first of its kind.  Speaking at the House 

Foreign Affairs Committee Republicans, he pointed out, “This is the new 

frontier, working more closely with a partner like India in the Indian Ocean”.  

The People’s Liberation Army Navy’s 36th escort task force, comprising a 

guided-missile destroyer, a missile frigate and a supply vessel, is reportedly 

conducting anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The 

mission is officially labeled as anti-piracy, but as per media reports, it coincides 

with China’s efforts to project military strength and influence in the IOR.  

Other Developments  

5th edition of Goa Maritime Symposium (GMS 2024) was hosted by Indian Navy 

from September 23-24, 2024 

India has extended crucial budgetary support to the Maldives by rolling over a 

$50 million Treasury Bill for another year  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2058097
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/amid-china-concerns-us-and-india-to-cooperate-in-indian-ocean-759974
https://theprint.in/defence/china-india-signal-each-other-on-might-in-indian-ocean-region-amid-tensions-on-land/505440/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2056628
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2056628
https://foreign.gov.mv/index.php/en/media-center/news/government-of-india-extends-budgetary-support-to-the-government-of-maldives-303
https://foreign.gov.mv/index.php/en/media-center/news/government-of-india-extends-budgetary-support-to-the-government-of-maldives-303
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