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East Asia: Japanese Prime Minister Ishiba Shigeru meeting the Secretary of Defense of the US, Pete Hegseth, on March 30, 

2025. Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs Japan 

Central Asia: President Sadyr Japarov of the Kyrgyz Republic, President Emomali Rahmon of Tajikistan, and President Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan held a trilateral meeting on March 31, 2025. Source: President of the Kyrgyz Republic 

 

 © 2025 by the Delhi Policy Group 

 
 
Delhi Policy Group 

Core 5A, 1st Floor,   

India Habitat Centre, 

Lodhi Road, New Delhi- 110003. 

www.delhipolicygroup.org

mailto:sanket@dpg.org.in
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/gjhdq_665435/2675_665437/2681_663366/2683_663370/202503/t20250331_11584718.html
https://x.com/SecDef/status/1905503361807585677/photo/1
https://www.mofa.go.jp/na/st/pageite_000001_00874.html
https://president.kg/NEWS/NEWS/2025/3/57379/b9b9a6fd-1d15-4d84-aa17-abbd560bd196/DST_0256.JPG


 
 

India’s Proximity Archives 

Vol. III, Issue 14 

April 2, 2025 

 

Contents 
 

South Asia 

Shreyas Deshmukh ........................................................................................................... 1 

Southeast Asia 

Jayantika Rao T.V. ............................................................................................................. 2 

East Asia 

Arshiya Chaturvedi ........................................................................................................... 4 

West Asia 

Sanket Joshi ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Central Asia 

Jayantika Rao T.V. ............................................................................................................. 7 

Indian Ocean Region 

Divya Rai ............................................................................................................................... 8 

 



 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. III, Issue 14 |     1 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | April 2, 2025 

South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

From March 26–29, Muhammad Yunus, chief advisor to Bangladesh’s interim 

government, visited China to attend the Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) in Hainan 

Province. The visit coincided with the celebration of fifty years of diplomatic 

relations between both countries. Muhammad Yunus and President Xi Jinping 

conducted a bilateral discussion in Beijing on March 28.  President Xi 

highlighted the critical need for both nations to firmly support one another’s 

“core interests and principal concerns”. A bilateral agreement on economic and 

technical cooperation was signed, accompanied by eight memoranda of 

understanding largely pertaining to soft power initiatives. A formal instrument 

for the commencement of the China Industrial Economic Zone and a 

Commercial Agreement for the Mongla port’s modernisation and expansion 

was also signed.  

On March 26, in observance of Bangladesh’s National Day, the Indian Prime 

Minister addressed a letter of felicitation to Chief Advisor Professor 

Muhammad Yunus and the Bangladeshi citizenry. In the letter, PM Modi wrote 

that, “The spirit of the Liberation War of Bangladesh continues to remain a 

guiding light for our relationship, which has flourished across multiple 

domains, bringing tangible benefits to our peoples.” 

Two significant public demonstrations took place in Kathmandu on March 

28th, with one organized by the Socialist Front and the other by pro-monarchy 

factions. Following speeches delivered by the leaders of the four parties, the 

Maoist protest concluded peacefully. Violent clashes between security forces 

and pro-monarchy protesters resulted in two deaths and 112 injuries. Following 

protests, law enforcement officials have apprehended 111 individuals, among 

them Rabindra Mishra, Vice-chairman of the Rastriya Prajatantra Party (RPP). 

Amidst the turmoil, Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli called an emergency 

cabinet meeting to address the situation, placing blame on Gyanendra. Former 

King Gyanendra Shah has been fined NPR 793,000 by Kathmandu Metropolitan 

City for the damage he caused to public property during a protest. 

Other Developments 

Pakistan delays forced deportation of Afghan refugees by 10 more days 

India to supply 600MW power to Nepal also at night 

Bangladesh demolishes 1971 war mural   

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/gjhdq_665435/2675_665437/2681_663366/2683_663370/202503/t20250331_11584718.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/bangladesh-china-sign-nine-agreements/articleshow/119646130.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/pm-modi-pens-letter-to-muhammad-yunus-refers-to-bangladesh-liberation-war-shared-history/articleshow/119558175.cms
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/03/29/protest-leaders-incite-violence-which-turns-deadly
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nepal-investigates-deadly-violence-pro-monarchy-rally-2025-03-29/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/03/30/more-arrests-for-pro-monarchy-rioting-as-kathmandu-metropolis-fines-former-king
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/nepal-protests-army-called-to-kathmandu-after-2-killed-30-hurt-in-clashes-101743187910549.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/arrest-gyanendra-says-nepal-ruling-coalition-pm-oli-says-ex-king-must-face-consequences/articleshow/119889695.cms
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/03/29/kathmandu-metropolis-fines-former-king-gyanendra-shah-rs793-000-for-alleged-damage
https://www.khaama.com/pakistan-delays-forced-deportation-of-afghan-refugees-by-10-more-days/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2025/03/28/india-to-supply-600mw-power-to-nepal-also-at-night
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/119834020.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth used his first trip to Asia to try to reassure 

allies that the United States was committed to deterring Chinese “threats” to the 

region. On March 28, during a press conference in Manila, Secretary Hegseth 

said that the Trump administration would work with allies to ramp up 

deterrence against threats across the world, including China’s aggression in the 

South China Sea. He further blamed the previous Biden administration for 

insufficient actions that emboldened aggressors like China over the years. He 

said the US military was being rebuilt under President Donald Trump and was 

re-establishing its “warrior ethos” in the region. During his meeting with 

Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr, he also stated “Friends need to 

stand shoulder to shoulder to deter conflict, to ensure that there is free 

navigation whether you call it the South China Sea or the West Philippine Sea”. 

As the death toll from the earthquake on March 28 rises sharply, Myanmar’s 

shadow National Unity Government has announced a two-week offensive 

unilateral partial ceasefire to enable relief efforts. It said that in areas it controls, 

it will “collaborate with the UN and international non-governmental 

organizations to ensure security, transportation, and the establishment of 

temporary rescue and medical camps.” It is unclear how much influence the 

NUG declaration will have with all the ethnic groups fighting the military, 

particularly since aerial strikes by the military in resistance-held areas even in 

the earthquake affected areas. The State Administration Council (SAC) did not 

immediately respond to the NUG's statement.  

However, on April 1, Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing rejected the 

ceasefire proposals as concerns mount over how the civil conflict could hinder 

relief efforts. “Some ethnic armed organisations are not currently engaged in 

combat but are organising and training for future attacks,” General Min Aung 

Hlaing said during a fund-raising event on April 1 in Naypyitaw, the country’s 

capital. “As their actions are still considered attacks, the Tatmadaw (Myanmar 

army) will continue to take necessary security measures,” he said 

On April 1, the Philippines’ military chief said his country would “inevitably” be 

involved if neighbouring Taiwan was invaded while warning China was 

working to infiltrate the Filipino military and other institutions. General Romeo 

Brawner made the comments as Beijing’s military surrounded Taiwan in large-

scale exercises it said were practice for a blockade of the self-ruled island, 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/28/world/asia/hegseth-philippines-china.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/28/world/asia/hegseth-philippines-china.html
https://apnews.com/article/pete-hegseth-philippines-south-china-sea-8d77bd438667895aca30a86f2e07d1b2
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-03-30/myanmar-earthquake-prompts-partial-ceasefire/105113590
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Natural-disasters/Myanmar-opposition-declares-partial-ceasefire-in-quake-areas
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-junta-rejects-ceasefire-proposals-as-quake-deaths-mount
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/military-chief-says-philippines-inevitably-involved-if-taiwan-invaded
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-says-launches-military-exercises-around-taiwan
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/china-says-launches-military-exercises-around-taiwan
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which China has vowed to one day bring under its control. “Start planning for 

actions in case there is an invasion of Taiwan,” he told troops in northern Luzon 

island. 

Other Developments 

Hegseth dangles second Typhon missile system for Philippines 

U.S. and Philippines launch army drills with 5,000 soldiers  

https://asiatimes.com/2025/04/hegseth-dangles-second-typhon-missile-system-for-philippines/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/U.S.-and-Philippines-launch-army-drills-with-5-000-soldiers
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East Asia  

by 

Arshiya Chaturvedi  
 
 

 

The Third Japan-India Space Dialogue, held in Tokyo on April 1, facilitated 

discussions on space policy, security, bilateral cooperation, global navigation 

satellite systems, space situational awareness, and international space norms. 

Marking the start of the "Japan-India Science Technology and Innovation 

Exchange Year," both sides emphasized strengthening collaboration between 

JAXA and ISRO and fostering industry ties. The Japanese delegation was led by 

Assistant Minister SAITA Yukio and Director-General KAZEKI Atsushi. The 

Indian delegation was headed by Joint Secretary Muanpuii Saiawi and ISRO’s 

Scientific Secretary M. Ganesh Pillai. Officials from various ministries and 

agencies participated, agreeing to hold the dialogue regularly to enhance space 

cooperation. 

Secretary of Defence Pete Hegseth on his visit to Japan reassured Japan about 

the Trump administration’s commitment to strengthening the US-Japan 

military alliance to deter China’s growing assertiveness. He confirmed plans to 

accelerate the creation of a new joint US-Japan military command in Tokyo, 

conduct more joint exercises near Taiwan, and uphold security cooperation 

commitments. He emphasised that "America first does not mean America 

alone," highlighting the strong partnership between the two nations. The visit, 

which included a symbolic stop at Iwo Jima, aimed to solidify defence ties amid 

rising regional tensions. 

China has launched large-scale military drills around Taiwan, citing separatist 

activities, with the PLA conducting combat readiness exercises, blockade 

simulations, and law enforcement patrols near the island. Taiwan detected 71 

PLA aircraft and 19 naval vessels, deploying countermeasures in response. 

Beijing also intensified its propaganda campaign, releasing videos and posters 

depicting a full-scale assault on Taiwan and portraying President Lai Ching-te 

as a “parasite” over a burning Taipei. A cartoon also mocked Taiwan’s domestic 

politics, showing Lai holding jailed opposition figure Ko Wen-je in a cage. 

Analysts suggest China aims to pressure Taiwan and influence US policy while 

normalising military activities. Taiwan has heightened its defence readiness, 

fearing an attack disguised as a drill.  

Taiwan’s increasing readiness for a potential military conflict with China 

reached a new milestone with the recent handover of Taiwan's first F-16V 

fighter jet in a ceremony at Lockheed Martin’s plant in South Carolina. As part 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/msp/pagewe_000001_00177.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/30/world/asia/hegseth-japan-military.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/apr/01/china-launches-surprise-military-drills-around-taiwan
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/news/6068800
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/news/6068800
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of a NT$263.43 billion deal, Taiwan has purchased 66 F-16Vs, upgrading its 

existing fleet, with deliveries expected to be completed by 2026. The jets will be 

stationed at Chih Hang Air Base, and Taiwan is investing NT$4 billion to extend 

pilot training in Arizona. 

Other Developments 

Trump tariffs: China, Japan, South Korea to jointly respond to US’ tariffs 

MOFA Spokesperson’s Statement on Japan’s Authorization of High School 

Textbooks  

Trump says there is 'communication' with North Korea's Kim Jung Un 

Wang Yi Holds Talks with French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-

Noël Barrot 

N Korea's Kim inspects test of 'AI suicide attack drones' 

  

https://www.businesstoday.in/world/us/story/trump-tariffs-china-japan-south-korea-to-jointly-respond-to-us-tariffs-470065-2025-04-01
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5674/view.do?seq=321114&page=1
https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5674/view.do?seq=321114&page=1
https://www.deccanherald.com/world/trump-says-there-is-communication-with-north-koreas-kim-jung-un-3471599
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbzhd/202503/t20250328_11583758.html
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/mfa_eng/wjbzhd/202503/t20250328_11583758.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gmny262vzo
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

Turkey's main opposition party, the Republican People's Party (CHP), held 

major anti-government demonstrations on March 29 to protest the arrest of 

Istanbul Mayor Ekrem İmamoğlu. Protestors claimed that İmamoğlu's arrest, 

stemming from a corruption investigation on charges widely perceived as 

baseless, highlights the authoritarian tendencies of President Erdogan's 

administration. The CHP has nominated Ekrem İmamoğlu as its Presidential 

candidate for the 2028 election. 

In a television interview on March 29, US President Donald Trump threatened 

direct military action against Iran if it refused to agree to a new nuclear deal. He 

also threatened to use “secondary tariffs” against Iran as part of his 

administration's “maximum pressure” policy. Reacting sharply, Iran's Supreme 

Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, declared that any military action by the US and 

Israel against Iran would be met with a robust response from Tehran. Iran, 

through Oman, responded to President Trump’s letter calling for a new nuclear 

deal. The Iranian government reiterated that it would not engage in direct 

negotiations with the US but was open to indirect talks. 

Meanwhile, on April 1, Israel conducted a major strike in Beirut, Lebanon, 

further testing the shaky ceasefire with Hezbollah. The Israeli military informed 

that Hezbollah terrorist Hassan Ali Mahmoud Bdeir, who assisted Hamas 

operatives in planning and carrying out attacks against Israeli civilians, was 

killed in the strike in Beirut.  

Other Developments  

After debilitating strikes, Trump tells Houthis: Stop shooting at us and 'we will 

stop shooting at you' 

Russia condemns Trump’s threat to bomb Iran over nuclear standoff 

Netanyahu rescinds appointment of new Shin Bet chief after one day 

Trump confirms he will travel to Saudi Arabia, Qatar and UAE in coming weeks 

  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/hundreds-of-thousands-gather-in-massive-istanbul-rally-to-protest-against-erdogan/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/young-turks-drive-protests-against-erdogan-new-generation-seeks-change-2025-04-01/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/irans-khamenei-warns-of-strong-response-if-us-attacks/articleshow/119792791.cms?from=mdr
https://en.irna.ir/news/85791965/Iran-sternly-warns-the-U-S-Israel-of-swift-response-in-case
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-foreign-minister-says-tehran-sent-response-trumps-letter-through-oman-irna-2025-03-27/
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/01/middleeast/israel-strikes-beirut-hezbollah-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.foxnews.com/world/after-debilitating-strikes-trump-tells-houthis-stop-shooting-us-we-stop-shooting-you.amp
https://www.foxnews.com/world/after-debilitating-strikes-trump-tells-houthis-stop-shooting-us-we-stop-shooting-you.amp
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/russia-condemns-trump-s-threat-to-bomb-iran-over-nuclear-standoff/3525472
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-848221
https://www.axios.com/2025/03/31/trump-visit-saudi-arabia-qatar-uae-foreign-trips
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On March 31, President Sadyr Japarov of the Kyrgyz Republic, President 

Emomali Rahmon of Tajikistan, and President Shavkat Mirziyoyev of 

Uzbekistan signed the Treaty on the Junction Point of State Borders and the 

Khujand Declaration on Eternal Friendship. These documents were signed 

during a trilateral summit in Khujand, Tajikistan, underscoring the 

commitment of the three nations to respect each other’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity while fostering constructive dialogue and cooperation in 

Central Asia. The Kyrgyz Republic issued a statement saying, “The agreements 

open up new prospects for strengthening mutual trust, maintaining stability, 

and developing integration processes in the region.” 

On April 1, the Armenian Foreign Ministry has stated that Armenia officially 

informed the Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) Secretariat that it 

‘will refrain from signing’ the CSTO’s resolution on the 2024 budget, and ‘from 

participating in the financing of the organisation's activities envisaged by it’. 

Earlier in March, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Pankin told the 

Russian state-run media outlet RIA Novosti that if Armenia does not pay its 

contribution to the CSTO by the end of 2025, ‘nobody will probably kick anyone 

out, nobody will leave automatically’. 

Kazakhstan is taking big hits as Trump and Putin feud. A week ago, 

Kavkazskaya oil depot in Russia’s Krasnodar region, part of the Caspian Pipeline 

Consortium (CPC), was damaged after drone attacks, with Russia pointing 

fingers at Ukraine. According to Kazakh journalist Oleg Chervinsky, the CPC 

was included in Trump's ceasefire moratorium on strikes from both Russia and 

Ukraine, suggesting the latest drone attack violation of those terms. The 

continuing attacks on Kazakhstan's energy infrastructure can have dire 

ramifications for the country. 

Other Developments 

Iran and Turkmenistan to launch first passenger train 

The CSTO has agreed on Plan for a regional operation to counter illegal 

migration in 2025 

EU-Central Asia: Preparing for first-of-its-kind summit meeting aimed at 

bolstering trade  

https://astanatimes.com/2025/04/central-asian-leaders-sign-landmark-treaty-and-khujand-declaration-to-strengthen-regional-cooperation/
https://oc-media.org/following-russias-warning-armenia-reiterates-that-annual-fees-to-the-csto-will-not-be-paid/
https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/Kazakhstan-Is-Taking-Big-Hits-As-Trump-and-Putin-Feud.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/firefighters-battle-blaze-oil-depot-russias-krasnodar-fifth-day-2025-03-24/
https://tvbrics.com/en/news/iran-and-turkmenistan-to-launch-first-passenger-train/
https://en.odkb-csto.org/news/news_odkb/v-odkb-soglasovan-plan-provedenya-regionalnoy-operatsii-po-protivodeystviyu-nezakonnoy-migratsii-v-/#loaded
https://en.odkb-csto.org/news/news_odkb/v-odkb-soglasovan-plan-provedenya-regionalnoy-operatsii-po-protivodeystviyu-nezakonnoy-migratsii-v-/#loaded
https://eurasianet.org/eu-central-asia-preparing-for-first-of-its-kind-summit-meeting-aimed-at-bolstering-trade
https://eurasianet.org/eu-central-asia-preparing-for-first-of-its-kind-summit-meeting-aimed-at-bolstering-trade
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

The 14th edition of the Indian-Russian bilateral naval exercise, INDRA, was 

conducted from March 28 to April 2, 2025, off the coast of Chennai. The 

exercise was conducted in two phases; the Harbour Phase from March 28 to 30 

included an opening ceremony, subject matter expert exchanges, reciprocal 

visits, sports fixtures, and pre-sail briefings. The Sea Phase, taking place from 

March 31 to April 2 in the Bay of Bengal, featured advanced naval drills such as 

tactical manoeuvres, live weapon firings, anti-air operations, and helicopter 

cross-deck landings. Participating vessels include Russian ships Pechanga, 

Rezkiy, and Aldar Tsydenzhapov alongside Indian ships Rana and Kuthar. The 

exercise aimed to enhance naval interoperability and strengthen diplomatic 

ties between India and Russia through shared operational practices and 

collaborative training efforts. This exercise, which began in 2003, has been a 

cornerstone of the enduring maritime partnership between India and Russia.  

On March 28, 2025, a catastrophic earthquake measuring 7.7 on the Richter 

scale struck near Mandalay, Myanmar, resulting in widespread devastation 

across Myanmar and neighbouring Thailand. In response to this disaster, the 

Government of India initiated Operation Brahma on March 28, aimed at 

providing humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) to the affected 

regions. Under the same operations, the Indian Navy dispatched ships Satpura 

and Savitri from the Eastern Naval Command on March 29, followed by ships 

Karmuk and LCU 52 from the Andaman and Nicobar Command on March 30. 

These vessels are carrying approximately 52 tonnes of essential relief materials 

such as clothing, food, medicines, and emergency supplies. 

The Pentagon has reportedly deployed at least six B-2 stealth bombers to Diego 

Garcia, an Indian Ocean Island, representing 30% of the U.S. Air Force’s fleet of 

these aircraft. Recent satellite images show the bombers on the tarmac 

alongside support aircraft, with the base located approximately 3,900 

kilometres from Iran's southern coast. Later on, Pentagon spokesperson Sean 

Parnell confirmed that the U.S. military is deploying additional aircraft and 

“other air assets” to the Indian Ocean region to enhance America's defensive 

posture amid escalating tensions in the Middle East. This move aligns with 

ongoing military operations and signals a commitment to maintaining 

regional stability. However, this move is interpreted as a message to Iran amid 

rising tensions in the Middle East, coinciding with U.S. President Donald 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2116181
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2116801
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/02/middleeast/us-b2-bombers-diego-garcia-intl-hnk-ml/index.html
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Trump and Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth’s warnings of potential further 

actions against Iran and its proxies. 

Other Developments  

INS Tarkash, made a port call at Djibouti as part of its deployment in the 

Western Indian Ocean 

DRDO and the Indian Navy successfully conducted a flight test of the 

indigenously developed Vertically-Launched Short-Range Surface-to-Air 

Missile (VLSRSAM)  

INS Tarkash successfully intercepted and seized over 2500 kg of narcotics in 

the Western Indian Ocean  

https://x.com/indiaindjibouti/status/1903876151241503130
https://x.com/indiaindjibouti/status/1903876151241503130
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115509
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115509
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2115509
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2117629
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2117629
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